REMARKS 

7. Claims 9-13 and 16-17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) 
as being unpatentable over pages 1-5 of the specification and 
figures 9 and 10 of the specification. As shown above, claims 
11-13 and 16-17 are withdrawn. 

Also, the Examiner took Official Notice that it is well 
known to use height sensors to measure the height of incoming 
work, and cited to Sebelist et al. in support. 

Currently amended independent claim 9 now recites, in part, 
"a means for control in a controlling relationship with the 
first driving mechanism and the second driving mechanism the 
means for control capable of adjusting both the waiting position 
of the pressing plate and the waiting position of the movable 
block of the chuck mechanism correspondingly with the height of 
the booklet bundle according to a value measured by the means 
for measuring before the pressing plate and the movable block of 
the chuck mechanism initiate a next operation such that the 
booklet bundle can be trimmed faster." 

Sebelist et al. do not disclose this claimed adjustability 
of waiting positions, which provides the claimed invention with 
a significantly improved way to trim booklet bundles. Sebelist 
et al. discloses a strapping mechanism mainly comprising frame, 
platen, motor drive assembly, control panel housing and a linear 
measurement transducer. A group of articles to be strapped 
proceed down conveyor system to be placed in a position below 
the platen so that they can be compressed. Traveling in a 
direction on the conveyor towards the strapper, guides are 
propelled to an inward direction such as to assure that the 
articles are not approaching the strapper in an askewed 
position. It is desirable to have the stack of articles to be 



strapped presented under platen in a square position so that 
strapping may be placed about the articles across the flat side 
of such articles. Guides are reversed at the appropriate time 
and articles continue towards strapper for processing. As the 
articles approach frame, photocells measure the height of 
articles so that platen may be adjusted to be about six inches 
above the top of the pile of articles to be compressed. 
Articles are stopped when the conveyor system brings them 
squarely under platen. At this point, the platen is lowered by 
the motor assembly. 

The three-side trimmer defined in currently amended claim 9 
is very different from Sebelist et al. In particular, the three 
side trimmer disclosed in Sebelist et al. measures the height of 
the work by photocells 54 that are spaced from one another in 
the vertical direction, as shown in FIG. 1 of that reference. 
Then, when one of the photocells detects the existence of the 
work or articles to be strapped, it is only determined that the 
height of the work reaches at least the height of the photocell. 
This is only a rough estimate of where the work is positioned, 
because all that is known about the work is that it has some 
height. Indeed, the device of Sebelist et al. can only 
determine that the height of the work is between the height of 
the uppermost one among photocells by which the existence of the 
work is detected and the height level of a photocell positioned 
right above the photocell. The magnitude of the height cannot 
be measured by the device disclosed in Sebelist et al . 

In the claimed invention, the height of the work is 
measured by a holding operation of the conveyor means of the 
work in the vertical direction, so that the magnitude of the 
height of the work is easily measured. This advantageously 
allows the claimed three-side trimmer to achieve the height 



measurement with a high degree of accuracy, as set forth in 
currently amended independent claim 9. In addition, Sebelist et 
al. do not disclose the claimed "means for control capable of 
adjusting both the waiting position of the pressing plate and 
the waiting position of the movable block of the chuck mechanism 
correspondingly with the height of the booklet bundle." This is 
not disclosed in the cited reference, which weighs heavily in 
favor of a finding of nonobviousness . 

According, applicant believes currently amended independent 
claim 9 and dependent claim 10 are patentably distinct, and 
respectfully requests that the rejection of these claims be 
withdrawn and that these claims be allowed. 

8. New claims 55 and 56 bring in additional features of the 
invention that applicant noticed upon further review of the 
application . 

Applicant believes new claims 55 and 56 to be patentably 
distinct from Sebelist et al. Sebelist et al. is described 
above and will not be described herein again. Sebelist et al. 
nowhere disclose the structure claimed in claims 55 and 56. 
Therefore, applicant believes that new claims 55 and 56 are 
patentably distinct, and respectfully requests that they be 
allowed. 

9. Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner accept 
the priority document attached hereto as Exhibit A, consider the 
concise statement of EP 0 485 542, consider the references 
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located by the EPO in the counterpart application and attached 
hereto as Exhibit B, that the claim amendments and new claims be 
entered, and that claims 9-10 and 55-56 be allowed and for other 
favorable action. 



Hodgson Russ, LLP 
One M&T Plaza, Suite 2000 
Buffalo, New York 14203 
(716) 848-1644 
jdelvecc@hodgsonruss . com 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Jdhn M. Del Vecchio 
Reg. No. 42,475 
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(54) THREE-WAY CUTTER 
(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a three-way 
cutter for speeding up cutting processing by 
automatically adjusting the height of a clamp member 
when performing fastening processing of a pamphlet 
bundle and the height of a press member when 
performing cutting processing on the pamphlet bundle. 

SOLUTION: The pamphlet bundle 32p carried in the 
three-way cutter 31 by a carrier conveyor 33 is 
pressurized by a first pressurizing plate 51 operating 
by a first ar cylinder 50 to bleed air between 
pamphlets. The pamphlet bundle 32p is further 
pressurized by a second pressurizing plate 51 operating 
by a second air cylinder 52, and in this case, the 
height of the pamphlet bundle 32p is measured by a 
sensor 54. This measured value is inputted to a 
servomotor 59 for adjusting the height of a damp plate 
for fastening the pamphlet bundle by a registering part 
The height measured value of the pamphlet bundle of the 
registering part is Inputted to the servomotor for 
adjusting the height of a press plate of a cutting 
processing part 
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